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By LEE LOCKWOOD 

MAURICE HALPERIN has had an-un- 
usually checkered career, According to 
the dust jacket of his book, he was 
“wwice forced out of teaching positions 
at American universities on account of 
his political beliefs.” Ne then spent three 
years on the faculty of the USSR Acad- 
emy of Sciences and nearly six years 
(1962-68) at the University af Havana, 
recruited by no less a personage than 
Che Guevara. He is much-traveled not 
only geograpucally (he now teaches at 
Simon Fraser University jn British Co- 
lumbia) but also academically: having 
begun with a doctorate in comparative 
Hlerature {Sorbonne}, he has been, at 
various times, a develapmental ecana- 


ener, 


LEE LOCKWOOD is the aulltor oF Coc 


tro’s Cuba, Cuba’s Fidel, 
Sonepat ternn ae atnen neice monte aang 
nist, political scientist, and now, in 
this hook, a historian. were 

This strangely unsettled biography is 
interesting more for the questions i 
raises than for those it answers. Per 
example, considering hig backgrouns, 
there is a curious absence of Mays: 
analysis in Valperin’s history, Recher 
than viewing Cuba's revolution as a dia- 
leclical process, be seas its rise, first to 
power and then to international preasi- 
nence, as a “preat anomaly,” the ress 
af a series of “fortavous aceleous 
kind of hy-product of the Cold Wy 
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Thus, says Halperin, when Fidel Cas. 
tro aflacked the Moncada barracks in 
1953 it was a “great stroke of luck to 
have failed” because the time wasn't ripe 
for his revolution. When Castro came to 
Washingion in 1959 “waving an olive 
branch,” only to be siven the cold shoul- 
der by Bisenhower, “it was another one 
of those providential mishaps, like the 
Moncada defeat, that paved the way for 
his meteoric rise to fame.” Likewise, it 
Was a “most extraordinary chronological 
coincidence” that Fidel came to power 
“at almost the precise moment when the 
Soviel Union acquired both the capability 
and willingness to underwrite the survive 
al of a revolution 6900 miles from jis hor- 
der and 90 miles from the United Slates’: 
and “a fortuitous development of decisive 
importance for the Cuban revolution” 
that Russian oil production had reached 


‘an exportable surplus by July 1900, when 


Cuba nationalized all forcign refineries. 
Since virtually all of Cuban power is 
derived from oil, Halperin states, the 
revolution would have been “throttled 
in its infaney” but for this lucky coinci- 
dence. Ete, etc. This is history? 

. Even more glaring is the complete ab- 
sence af the Cuban people fram this 
hook, while Castro bimsct! is seen alrmast 
exclusively Sram the perspective of inter 
national relations, To be sure, the author 


provides a useful, if not original, analysis 
of the significant events in Cuban-Ameri- 
can, Cuban-Russian and Cuban-Chinese 
relations, together with enorniously de- 
iuled exegesis of some of Castra’s 
Soveches (to one 1263 speech nlone he 
levoetes three full chapters). Khrushchev 
and Kennedy are described as “two high- 
Jv capable and essentially sober leaders” 
who, “by sheer good luck” were In the 
drivers’ seats when the missile crisis took 
piace-—an evaluation to which cther his. 
lurians may take exception, to put it 
rally, Castro, on the other haad, while 
given his due as a shrawg noliiisiaa, is 
depicted as a verbose and often ivrational 
megalomaniac who pus power above 
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‘astro“ls also a crypto-royalist, accord- 
ing to Halperin: : 


In his chance meeting with peasants 
or factory workers during his con- 
stant comings aud goings, he would 
always {real them with a great deal 
of consideration. , ... This manner 
of quickly putting “little people” at 
ease and hearing them out has been 
mistaken by some as a manifestation 
of Fidel’s egalitarian spirit, but it is 
... the benevolence of the truly no- 
ble ruler toward his most humble 
sudjects, 


Halperin’s hook is riddled with this sext 
of petulant and completely undocument- 


ed essertion. If he is right, one would 
think that the Cubans would have caught 
on after 14 years, 

Uis answer—consistently implied but 
never stated outright---is that the Cuban 
masses are gullible, happy-go-lucky semi- 
savages of the tropics who are so en- 
thralled by Fidel’s oratory and so proud. 
of the national identity and international 
prominence to which he has led them 
that they are content to follow him-any- 
Where-like lemmings to the sea, if 
need ba, 

¥nally, one wonders how Halperin 
passed bis time during his six Jong years. 
in Cuba, a.rich and exciting period for 
any Joreigner to have been lucky enough 
ig witness. From the evidence in his 
book, he seems to have seen nothing of 
the fascinating and volalile-social forces 
at work on the island. Indeed, he seems 
scarcely to have ventured out of Havana. 
‘Theugh the book is scholarly and de- 
tailed, there is practically nothing in it 
that could not have been researched and 
written ina good American library, with- 
out his ever having visited Cuba. ‘The 
Cuban revolution, whatever ‘its fluctua- 
lions, its difficulties and its shortcomings, 
has been from the beginning an intensely 
dynamic and—yes—cyen dialectical proc 
ess in which the Cuban people—peasants, 
workers, politicians, intellectuals—have 
played a protagonist’ role along with 
their leaders. In Valperin’s book they 
are relegated to the status of a Greek 
in fact, even that much 
enlightenment), mestly off-stage, while 
out op the proscenium Fidel rides ramp- 
ant; shrewd, messianic, deluded, slugging 


- it out with the world. 


Hulperin’s study covers only the period 
1959-64; the years, he asserts, of Castro’s 
“yise” but also the period avhen the 
“seeds” of his decline were sowi, Pre- 
sunably they will sprout in volume two 
(2964-69), on whieh the author js eur 
rently at work, He had better hurey, 
Given the Saccidental” ways of history, 
Wide] Castro may well be on the rise 
again by the (ime the “dechne” js pub. 
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